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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 COTONO 00803 011406Z 

ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SCS-06 L-03 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 
PA-01 ICA-11 /042W 

036765 020732Z/11 

R 011300Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 789 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 803 

FOR AF/W 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EINV, DM 

SUB J : JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES COMPENSATION NEGOTIATIONS 

1 . IN COURSE OF JUNE 1 MEETING WITH GOVERNMENT OF PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF BENIN (GPRB) DIRECTOR OR PROTOCOL AND CONSULAR 
AFFAIRS PAQUI, CHARGE INQUIRED ABOUT THE STATUS OF SAFE CONDUCT 
ASSURANCES FOR PROPOSED JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES NEGOTIATOR CARLOW 
PROSSER. CHARGE REMINDED PAQUI THAT EMBASSY HAD SENT TWO NOTES 
CONCERNING PROSSER, MOST RECENT ONE ON MAY 24. CHARGE SAID 
THAT HE HOPED TO RECEIVE CONFIRMATION IN THE NEAR FUTURE SO 
THAT NEGOTIATIONS COULD PROCEED. 

2. PAQUI REPLIED THAT PROSSER'S SAFE CONDUCT REQUEST IS STILL 
BEING CONSIDERED BY MIN OF INTERIOR AND ADDED THAT HE COULD 
PROVIDE NO ASSURANCES THAT AN ANSWER WOULD BE FORTHCOMING 
IMMEDIATELY. PAQUI SAID THE INTERIOR MINISTRY IS NOTORIOUSLY 
SLOW IN MATTERS INVOLVING INVESTIGATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS SINCE 
NUMEROUS DOSSIERS MUST BE CHECKED. HE SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD 
BE IN WITNESSES' INTEREST TO PROPOSE ANOTHER NEGOTIATOR 

NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE 1976 EXPULSION. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS POSSIBLE THAT INTERIOR MINISTRY 
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MAY GRANT SAFE CONDUCT TO PROSSER, GETTING NECESSARY CLEARANCES 
IS OBVIOUSLY GOING TO TAKE TIME. DEPARTMENT SHOULD ALSO 
REMIND WITNESSES THAT EXPULSION CAME ABOUT ON DIRECT ORDERS 
FROM INTERIOR MINISTER AZONHIHO WHO HAD TRIED TO PERSUADE 
WITNESSES TO ACKNOWLEDGE LEGITIMACY OF THE REVOLUTION IF THEY 
WISHED TO REMAIN IN BENIN. AT TIME OF EXPULSION AZONHIHO EMOTIONALLY 
ACCUSED WITNESSES OF BEING FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE AGENTS. 
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GIVEN TIME FACTORS INVOLVED AND INTERIOR MINISTER'S SENSI- 
TIVITY ABOUT ISSUE, RECOMMEND ONCE AGAIN THAT DEPARTMENT CONTACT 
WITNESSES AND SUGGEST PROPOSING ANOTHER NEGOITIATOR. THOMPSON 
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